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Nic .  Center Creates  2nd Ceramic  Arts  Faci l i ty
his past April a new 
chapter began in the 
Nic. Center’s nearly 
20 years of life when 
we were invited to take 
over the lease for the 

first floor and basement of the Grove 
building at 13 South Church Street, 
Waynesboro. With that lease came 
our newest project, the Ceramic Arts 
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Center of Waynesboro (CAC). Through 
the generosity of board vice president 
Sally Sussman (shown below), along 
with her husband Andrew and business 
partner Dan Sandy, our lease arrange-
ment provides us great freedom in how 
we use the space. The monthly rent for 
the nearly 2,500 square feet is very 
modest and is well below the area’s 
fair market value. Sally’s expertise in 

building renovation and her 
enthusiasm for creating a 
vibrant presence for the 
Nic. Center in downtown 
Waynesboro played a key 
role in our undertaking 
the development of the 
ceramic arts center – thank 
you Sally. 

The CAC comprises a 
pottery studio, kiln room, 
permanent display/sales 
galleries and a library/
classroom (see page 4 for 
the first f loor plan). Its 
creation expands our ce-
ramic arts program to the 
Waynesboro area and al-
lows us to broaden the stu-
dio experience from what 
we can currently provide 
at Penn State Mont Alto. 
The  CAC will also allow 
us to offer more classes 
and workshops for adults 

during daytime and evening ses-
sions and to develop after-school and 
Saturday programs for kids. The first 
classes and programs will start up 
this fall, beginning October 5, with 
weekend sessions and workshops led 
by Mont Alto Pottery Guild members 
Mary Ashe-Mahr and Nicky Bricker 
(for details, see calendar of events 
on page 5). During most scheduled 
class/workshop times, the studio will 
be available to guild members. The 

A look BACk…In 1994 the board 
of directors of Renfrew Museum 
and Park created the Nicodemus 
Center and, for our first three years, 
we called Renfrew home with no 
thought of running a pottery studio. 
Back then we were all about the 
historic folk pottery of the region. In 
1997 we moved to the Waynesboro 
Historical Society’s Oller House, 
and again no pottery studio was in 
our plans. By the beginning of 1999, 
at the invitation of Penn State Mont 
Alto, we set up shop at the Mont Alto 
campus to develop a ceramic arts 
center and our first pottery studio, 
which we continue to operate today. 



presence of the new center in Waynesboro will not affect our 
current programs at the Mont Alto campus and our annual 
lease arrangement with the college. 

To fund the development of the CAC, the Nic. Center 
began a capital campaign with a goal of raising $77,000. 
To date, $47,000 has been donated or pledged. This fall 
we will be approaching the local business community to 
raise the remaining $30,000. Thanks to the generosity of 
Dudley Keller and Dawn Keller, the library/classroom will 
be named in honor of the late John W. Keller; and thanks to 
the generosity of Jan Middour and her son Jeff, the galleries 
will be named in honor of the late Jack Middour. Both John 
Keller and Jack Middour served on the Nic. Center’s original 
board of directors and were strong supporters of the center.

WhAt’s Been done so fAr?
Even though we have not yet reached our campaign goal, 

much has already been done toward developing the ceramic 
arts center. Through the efforts of Sally Sussman and CAC’s 
involvement in the Destination ARTS! program (see cal-
endar of events for more information), the walls and floors 
of the galleries, library and pottery studio are now freshly 
painted and refinished. Enrique Fernandez, ETL Express 
Services, Waynesboro, donated his time and expertise to 

Budget (09/01/2013)

Item    estImAted ACtuAl

Gas kiln    $10,000
Venting and installation  $  2,000
Electric kiln/upgraded service $  5,000  $  4,189.88
Side loading door   $10,000
HVAC upgrade/replacement $10,000    
Potters wheels (6)  $  6,000  $  5,104.56
Pug mill    $  3,500
Slab roller   $  1,000  $     697.88
Extruder    $  1,000
Work tables (5)   $     500  $     555.89
Work stools (6)   $     450
Cabinets, sinks, counters, shelving $  5,000  $  1,624.72
Hand tools   $     500

Classroom/meeting room  $     750
(tables, chairs, lighting)
Gallery renovation and security $  2,800
Signage    $     500  $     159.00
3 years operating expenses  $18,000  $  2,836.16
(rent and utilities, $500/month)

totAl    $77,000  $15,168.09

do the painting; Mark Manley, owner of Antietam Wood 
Floors, Keedysville, MD, donated manpower and materials 
to refinish the two gallery floors; and Sherwin Williams 

of Waynesboro donated much of the paint. 
Board member Kirk Wishard installed a 
keyless entry that uses an electronic card 
and a four camera video security system.

The studio is now equipped with six pot-
tery wheels and stools, three sinks, a slab 
roller, four canvas covered work tables 
(built by board/guild members Marty Am-
rhein, Marian Barnett, Judy Bolton, Hollis 
Mentzer, Andy Moats, James Smith, Sally 
Sussman and Kirk Wishard) and one cone 
10 (2300˚ F) electric production kiln. We 
have on order a clay pug mill and extruder. 
By early fall, a high efficiency gas fired 
furnace and a central air conditioning system 
will be installed, replacing the hot water 
radiators and the window air conditioner 
unit. In the near future we will be installing 
shelving, wedging tables and counters in the 
studio area.

WhAt’s not Been done so fAr?
One of the attractions of the Grove build-

The pottery 
studio of the 
ceramic arts 
center as it 
looked last 
May after the 
Nic. Center 
took over the 
lease of the 
Grove build-
ing.

A similar 
view of the 
studio as it 
looked in 
August with 
freshly paint-
ed walls and 
floor. Since 
this photo 
was taken, 
the radiators 
have been 
removed.

2



ing as a ceramic arts facility involved the possibility of 
creating wood and gas fired pottery. The wood fired option 
is no longer in play at this site due to the lack of available 
outdoor space. The gas fired option remains in our plans 
and is dependent on raising the needed funds. To install the 
prefabricated gas kiln we will be expanding the side window 
of the kiln room into a five foot wide loading door.  

The two galleries are temporarily equipped with book-
cases and shelving for the display and sales of guild member 
pottery in conjunction with the Destination ARTS! program. 
Later this fall, the galleries will be equipped with glass 
shelves and full spectrum lights.

With the generous support of our donors, the CAC will 
continue to develop its facility and programs. If you have not 
had the opportunity to make a donation, please consider  add-
ing your support to the Ceramic Arts Center of Waynesboro. 
The donor form can be found on page 4.

donors to the CerAmIC Arts Center of 
WAynesBoro

pAtron ($5,000 - $9,999)
Greg & Debi Duffey
Thomas S. Heefner

Eva Malinowski

BenefACtor ($2,500 - $4,999)
Jan Middour & Jeff Middour

Eunice Statler
Sally & Andrew Sussman

Angela Grove Weagly

sponsor ($1,000 - $2,499)
Anne Aden

Mary Ashe-Mahr & Mike Mahr
Stephen & Maxine Beck

David & Penelope Goldstein
Martha Dudley Keller & Dawn Keller

Harry G. Morningstar & Family
James Smith & Melodie Anderson-Smith

Debby Wyatt-Shandera
John C. Stauffer

Waynesboro Beneficial Fund Association

mAster potter ($500 - $999)
Marian Barnett & Anne Mummert

Susan & Dick Bell
Todd & Judy Hoffman Bolton

Robert & Grace Brown
Beth Bryant

Franklin County Visitors Bureau
William & Elizabeth George

Tom McFarland
Susquehanna Bank

Greg & Kate Wenzloff

porCelAIn ($100 - $499)
Marty Amrhein & Harvey Sheets

James C. Barton
Jason & Ashley Bernard (Bowers Insurance)

Leonora Rocca Bernheisel
Myrna Binkley

Nickole & Matthew Bricker
Kenton H. Broyles

Sandra Cifor
James & Margaret Deegan

Heather Forberger
Ronald Freshman Family

Patricia Gaffney
Don & Pat Glasgow

David C. Gnage
Tracy E. Holliday & Kevin M. Leden

Elena Kehoe
Jerry & Mary Jo Kowallis

Pat Landerkin
Andy & Kristie Moats
Steve & Kitty Monn
H. Clayton Moyer
Bill & Lynn Roby

Mary Ellen Selvaggio & Patric Schlee
Bob & Donna Steiner

Wendy Patricia Thompson
Eleanor P. Van Vranken

WACCO Properties (Bob Correll, VP)
Lisa Wagner

Don & Peggy Weller
Kirk Wishard

stoneWAre $50 - $99
Patrick & Anita Brezler

Jennie Gilbert
Will & Jill Kessler

Betsy Payette
Judy & Dick Shook

Earthenware ($25 - $49)
Marilyn McCarney

Michael Price McIntyre
Don & Angela Smith
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fIrst floor plAn of the CerAmIC Arts Center of WAynesBoro 
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donor CArd

I/we, ______________________________________
pledge/donate $ ___________________________
toward the development of the Ceramic Arts Center of 

Waynesboro. 

levels of gIvIng

The Ceramic Arts Center Project
Nicodemus Center for Ceramic Studies and the Mont Alto Pottery Guild

Leadership Circle
$10,000 +

Benefactor
$2,500 - $4,999
Master Potter

$500 - $999
Stoneware

$50 - $99

Patron
$5,000 - $9,999
Sponsor 
$1,000 - $2,499  
Porcelain
$100 - $499
Earthenware
$25 - $49

Name ________________________________________________________

address: _________________________________________________

city _______________________________ state _____ zip _________

phone: _________________________ e-mail ____________________

(please make check payable to NCCS and mail to NCCS, P.O. Box 533, Mont Alto, 
PA 17237-0533).

Glazing 
station 



• Through October 27
Destination ARTS!
Fridays, 5 to 8 PM, Saturdays, 11 AM to 6 PM, Sundays, 
noon to 4 PM. Pottery sales and demonstrations at the Ce-
ramic Arts Center of Waynesboro (CAC), 13 South Church 
Street, Waynesboro. Destination ARTS! is a project of the 
Arts Alliance of Greater Waynesboro, headed by Andrew 
Sussman. Seven vacant buildings and eight storefronts in 
downtown Waynesboro have been turned into galleries of 
fine and decorative arts. Music and other performing arts, 
children’s activities, art demonstrations and special events 
are scheduled for each day. All activities are open to the 
public and free of charge.

• September 28
CoAster And pendAnt mAkIng Workshop for kIds WIth 
nICky BrICker At the CAC,* noon to 3 PM on Saturday, 
Sept. 28, for kids ages of 8 to 13. Cost is $25 per student 
and workshop size is limited to 10. Students will learn the 
basics of pottery making and create and decorate their own 
coasters and pendants. Finished work will be available for 
pickup one week after the class at the CAC during Destina-
tion ARTS! hours. Nicky is a resident of Waynesboro and 
has been making pottery for six years. She set up a small 
studio at her home, where she creates functional mugs, 
bowls, and crocks, often using leaf impressions for decorat-
ing. Nicky’s previous experience teaching pottery to kids 
includes the Adventures in Learning program at Penn State 
Mont Alto, the summer camp program at the Fort Ritchie 
Community Center and the hands-on workshops at the Nic. 
Center’s annual Cumberland Valley Pottery Festival.

• October 2 – November 6
IntroduCtIon to CerAmICs studIo ClAss,* meets 6 to
9 PM on Wednesday evenings in room 008, General Studies 
building, Penn State Mont Alto (PSMA).

• October 5 – October 20
IntroduCtIon to CerAmICs studIo ClAss for Adults 
WIth mAry Ashe-mAhr At the CAC,* session I meets 
noon  to 5 PM on Saturday, Oct. 5 and noon to 4 PM on 
Saturday, Oct. 19; session II meets noon to 5 PM on Sun-
day, Oct. 6 and noon to 4 PM on Sunday, Oct. 20. Cost is 
$175 per session and class size is limited to 5. Students 
will learn the basic fundamentals of pottery making through 
hand building, throwing on the potter’s wheel, trimming 
and glazing. Mary began her interest in pottery in 1975 
when attending the Rhode Island School of Design in 
Providence, Rhode Island and reconnected with pottery 
in 2005 when she took the Nic. Center’s class at Penn 
State Mont Alto. She combines her passion for pottery 
with her professional skill as a corporate trainer to create 
a welcoming and inclusive hands-on learning experience.

CAlendAr of events fAll 2013 - WInter 2014
• October 12
pInCh pot Workshop for kIds WIth nICky BrICker At 
the CAC,* noon to 3 PM on Saturday, Oct. 12, for kids 
ages 8 to 13. Cost is $25 per student and workshop size is 
limited to 10. Students will learn the basics of pottery mak-
ing and will create their own pinch pots. Finished work will 
be available for pick up two weeks after the workshop at 
the CAC during Destination ARTS! hours.

• October 14
QuArterly meetIng of the nICodemus Center BoArd 
of dIreCtors, 5:30 PM, room 302, General Studies 
building, PSMA.

• October 19
pottery studIo open house, Saturday, noon to 3 PM, 
room 008, General Studies building, PSMA. 

• December 5 – 7
14th AnnuAl Bell fAmIly reproduCtIon pICkup, Thurs-
day, 5 to 8 PM, Friday and Saturday, 11 AM to 4 PM, CAC.

• December 6 – 13
mont Alto pottery guIld holIdAy sAle, 11 AM to 
4 PM daily, CAC.

• January 13
QuArterly meetIng of the nICodemus Center BoArd 
of dIreCtors, 5:30 PM, room 302, General Studies 
building, PSMA.

• February 5 – March 12
IntroduCtIon to CerAmICs studIo ClAss,* meets 6 to
9 PM on Wednesday evenings in room 008, General Studies 
building, PSMA.

• March 15
nInth AnnuAl CumBerlAnd vAlley pottery festIvAl

The pottery festival will be held at the CAC on Saturday, 
March 15, 2014, from 10 AM to 4 PM and will serve as 
the ceramic arts center’s inaugural open house. The pottery 
festival provides a venue for regional potters, members 
of the Mont Alto Pottery Guild and other invited ceramic 
artists to display and sell their works. It also promotes the 
ceramic arts tradition of south-central Pennsylvania to our 
regional communities and the visiting public through pot-
tery demonstrations and hands-on workshops. Individuals 
interested in the ceramic arts will have the opportunity to 
interact with studio potters and to learn about the activities 
of the Nic. Center and its CAC. 

*To register please go to:
http://nicodemuscenterforceramicstudies.fullslate.com
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Bell fAmIly reproduCtIon for 2013
he Nicodemus Center will be offering the four-
teenth piece in its annual series of Bell family 
reproductions this fall. The series now features 
one reproduction per year in a limited 
edition of 100, created by the 

center’s executive director and cera-
mist James Smith.   

This year’s reproduction is 
based on a lead-glazed, slip 
and manganese decorated 
earthenware pie plate, attrib-
uted to Peter Bell. The plate 
dates to the early 1800s and 
measures 9.50 inches in diam-
eter at the rim and 1.50 inches 
in height. 

Peter Bell (Beall) was born in Hagerstown, 
Maryland in 1774. He apprenticed as a potter and 
went into a pottery producing partnership in 1798. By 1802, 
he had established his own shop in Hagerstown and contin-
ued to operate it until 1824 when, after declaring insolvency, 
he moved to Winchester, VA and operated a pottery there 
until his death in 1847. Bell and his wife Mary had 10 chil-
dren, including future potters John (Waynesboro), Samuel 
(Strasburg, Virginia) and Solomon (Strasburg).  

T
Hagerstown, known originally as Elizabeth Town, was 
founded in 1762 by Jonathan Hager. As a frontier settlement 
it quickly attracted a large German immigrant population 

that, by 1775, included numerous artisans and 
merchants. Pottery production in Hager-

stown reached its peak in the early 
1800s and was strongly rooted in 

the Germanic pottery tradition. 
The Peter Bell pie plate with 
its undulating slip decoration 
and manganese banding is 
characteristic of this Hager-
stown style (Comstock, H. E., 
1994: 83 - 87, The Pottery of 

the Shenandoah Valley Region, 
MESDA, Winston-Salem, NC). 

The original plate’s blackened clay 
body, dulled and scratched glaze and 

multiple rim chips attest to its many years of 
hard use. This year’s reproductions will replicate the plate’s 
original appearance and not its current condition.

Orders may be placed by using the form below or by email-
ing the center at jms48@psu.edu. The cost is $70 per plate 
plus $4.20 sales tax for center members and $75 plus $4.50 
sales tax for nonmembers. After October 1, orders for the 
reproductions will also be available to the general public at 
the nonmembers price.

7

Name

Address

City                      State                      Zip  

Phone                   E-mail

Number of Pie Plates Ordered  ______ @ member price, $70 + $4.20 tax
Number of Pie Plates Ordered  ______ @ nonmembers price, $75 + $4.50 tax  

peter Bell slIp deCorAted pIe plAte – reproduCtIon order form 2013

If you wish to prepay your order, please enclose a check payable to NCCS. The pie plate will be available for pickup on Thurs-
day, Dec. 5, from 5 to 8 PM, Friday, Dec. 6, 11 AM to 4 PM, and Saturday, Dec. 7, 11 AM to 4 PM at our new pottery studio, 13 
South Church Street, Waynesboro (parking is available across the street from the studio in the Susquehanna Bank parking lot). If 
requested, shipping can be arranged at an additional cost of $15.00 per plate. Thank you for your order.

Please return to: nCCs • P.o. Box 533 • Mont alto, Pa 17237-0533



he Nic. Center will be offering an intro-
duction to ceramics studio class for adults 
from October 2 through November 6. The 
class meets on Wednesday evenings from 
6 to 9 PM in the center’s pottery studio, 
room 008, General Studies building on 

the Mont Alto campus. The instructors for the fall ses-
sion are Tom McFarland, fine arts teacher at St. Maria 
Goretti High School, Hagerstown, and the center’s 
James Smith.

The class is designed to introduce students to the art 
of making pottery and sculptural objects in clay. Stu-
dents receive instruction and produce their own projects 
using various clay working techniques that include coil 
construction, slab building, press molding and throwing 
on the potter’s wheel. 

McFarland holds both Bachelor of Fine Arts and 
Master of Fine Arts degrees from the Maryland Institute 

College of Art, Baltimore. He has more than 45 years 
experience as an art instructor and free-lance artist and 
is internationally know for his ceramic and fiberglass 
sculptures. Smith holds both Bachelors and Masters de-
grees in Anthropology from the College of William and 
Mary and has spent the last 30 years as an historic ar-
chaeologist and museum director working in the field of 
historic folk pottery. He began creating his own works in 
2003 and is the founder of the Mont Alto Pottery Guild.

The ceramic studio class size is limited to eight and 
pre-registration is required. The cost of the class is $125 
for center members and college faculty, staff and stu-
dents and $150 for the general public with a $50 fee for 
materials for each registrant. All participants will be al-
lowed access to the pottery studio outside class time. For 
more information and to pre-register for the October 2 
session, e-mail James Smith at jms48@psu.edu or call 
the center at (717)456-0476.

fAll 2013 pottery ClAss

T

Pottery class graduate Anne Aden, Quincy, is shown 

throwing a mug on the potter’s wheel at the center’s 

Mont Alto pottery studio. Anne continues to use the 

studio as a member of the Mont Alto Pottery Guild. 

Membership in the guild is available to anyone who 

has completed either a ceramic studio class at the 

college level or the center’s introductory pottery class. 

The cost to participate is currently $75 per month, 

$200 per quarter or $720 per year and allows use of 

the pottery studios at both the Ceramic Arts Center 

of Waynesboro and the Penn State Mont Alto campus 

and covers the cost for clay, glazes, tools and firings. 

The guild highlights members’ works through a number 

of annual events, including our on-campus Mothers’ 

Day sale, ChamberFest’s Arts Celebration Day, the 

Shippensburg Corn Festival, Penn National’s Holiday 

Bazaar, Wilson College’s Handmade for the Holiday 

sale and our week long holiday pottery sale. The guild 

and center also sponsor the annual Cumberland Valley 

Pottery Festival.
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    Sustaining Member 
   $500 – $1,000

   Master Potter
   $100 – $499

   Journeyman Potter
   $50 – $99

   Potter’s Apprentices
   $50 (family membership)

   Potter’s Helper
   $25

   Student Member
   $10

nICodemus 
Center for 
CerAmIC 
studIes
of the Cumberland/Shenandoah 
Valley Pottery tradition

NCCS is a nonprofit corporation 
affiliated with Penn State Mont 
Alto. P.O. Box 533 • Mont Alto, PA 
17237 • 717.456.0476 • jms48@
psu.edu

Name

Address

City    State  Zip  

Phone     E-mail
    (used only for NCCS newsletters and event notices)

Membership
Renewal 
for 2013 - 

2014

NCCS
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Nic. Center Welcomes Kirk Wishard 
To Its Board of Directors

This April Kirk Wishard, shown to the right construct-
ing a work table for the new ceramic arts center, joined 
the Nic. Center’s board of directors and now serves as the 
chair of the center’s facilities committee. Kirk is a native 
of Greencastle and, after studying architecture at Florida 
Atlantic University, Boca Raton, he developed a career 
designing in-home theaters for Acoustic Innovations. He 
recently earned his realtors license and currently works at 
White Rock Inc., Penn National. After taking the center’s 
pottery class, Kirk joined the Mont Alto pottery guild 
in 2005 and has since been one of the guild’s most ac-
tive members. He is an avid cook and gardener and re-
cently started his own kayak touring company. Kirk and 
his family own and operate the Tuscarora Creek Camp-
ground, East Waterford, PA. Kirk lives with his two cats 
in Mont Alto.

In MeMorIaM

Audrey Broyles
(Founding Life Member)

Mike Bannon
(Founding Mont Alto Pottery 

Guild Member)


