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NiNth ANNuAl Pottery FestivAl to be held MArch 15
h e  n i n t h  a n n u a l 
Cumberland Valley Pot-
tery Festival will be held 
on Saturday, March 15, 
from 10 AM to 4 PM at 
the Ceramic Arts Center, 

13 South Church Street, Waynesboro. 
The festival, cosponsored by the Nicode-
mus Center for Ceramic Studies and the 
Mont Alto Pottery Guild, is a clay-only 
celebration of the ceramic arts and is free 
and open to the public and will be held 
rain, snow or shine. The event is funded, 
in part, by a grant from the Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts.

During the festival, six regional ce-
ramic artists and 10 guild members will 
display and sell their works. Visitors will 
have the opportunity to interact with these 
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artisans and to explore the 
wide range of clay working 
techniques they use.

In addition to the potters, 
Nic. Center executive director 
and pottery instructor James 
Smith will lead hands-on pot-
tery workshops. Smith will 
be assisted by guild members 
Anne Aden, Melodie Ander-
son-Smith, Mary Ashe-Mahr, 
Judy Hoffman Bolton, Nickole 
Bricker, Chris Copley, Lynn 
Davis, Heather Forberger, Hollis Men-
tzer, Sally Sussman and Kirk Wishard. 
Workshop participants will be able to 
create their own works in clay by wheel 
throwing, hand building and slab rolling. 
The guild will later bisque fire the objects 

made and in-
vite the makers 
to the Ceramic 
Arts Center on 
Saturday, April 
5 to glaze their 
bisque f ired 
pieces.

As part of 
the fest ival , 
the guild will 
conduct Raku 
pottery firing 
demonstrations 
on the back lot 
o f  3 2  We s t 

Main Street between noon and 2 PM, 
weather permitting. 

Potters At the FestivAl

A select number of invited ceramic 
artists will be part of the 2014 festival – 
Carrie Althouse, Leesburg, VA; Karen 
Arrington, Laurel, MD; Janine Davis, 
Mercersburg; Bob Hughes, Conestoga; 
Lynette King, Orrtanna; and Annamarie 
Poole, Hagerstown. Guild members 
selling their works include Aden, Quin-
cy; Ashe-Mahr, Bricker, Erin Delaney, 
Forberger and Sussman, Waynesboro; 
Bolton, Smithsburg; Wishard, Mont 
Alto; and David Goldstein and Smith; 
Fayetteville.

Nickole Bricker demonstrates throwing on the potter’s wheel to 
young students at a recent workshop held at the Ceramic Arts Cen-
ter of Waynesboro. Bricker will be helping with hands-on workshop 
for kids at the March 15th Pottery Festival. Photo by Janelle Cataldo

The center’s pottery instructor, Tom McFarland, and 
two visitors look on as James Smith, kneeling, lights 
the gas burner to the Nic. Center’s portable Raku 
kiln at the 2011 Pottery Festival. Photo by Tracy Hol-
liday (Editor’s note: other photos from earlier pottery festivals 
used in this issue of Nic. Pottery are also the work of Holliday.) 



pattering along the corners of the floor, it was my coop, 
my studio, my second home! …It was the most dirty, 
yet healthy place I’ve ever worked in. I had found my 
paradise!”

“I started potting and I practiced and I failed miserably 
but never gave up. I have incurred many costly mis-
takes including blow-ups in the kiln, glazing mistakes, 
and breaks. When I had a bad day I would hang up my 
smock know-
ing that the 
next nap time 
I could sneak 
away, I would 
be out to con-
quer. Through 
all of this, I 
was develop-
ing a feel for the clay … and was well on my way to 
achieving my dream of being a professional potter.” 

“This road is exciting but has not always been easy. In 
fact I’m amazed that I still find myself out in the studio 
potting in freezing or steamy temperatures … I am 
excited for what the future holds and consider myself 
lucky and privileged to be able to stay at home with my 
girls doing what I love. What an awesome journey.”

KAreN ArriNgtoN 
received her BFA 
in Illustration from 
Moore College of 
Art in Philadelphia. 
She has studied 
pottery under Gary 
Irby, Mea Rea and 
Mary Gawlik and 
recently acquired 
studio space in the 
Greenbelt Com-
munity Center as an 
Artist In Residence. Karen’s pottery ranges from wood 
fire, Raku, cone 10 reduction and cone 6 oxidation. She 
creates bead jewelry along with functional small to large 
bowls, mugs, teapots, plates, vases, wine glasses and 
tiles. “As a potter I find that every day there is some-
thing new to learn. The growing and creative process is 

• cArrie Althouse is a native of Waynesboro and 
earned her bachelor’s degree in Art Education from 
Mansfield University 
where she first worked 
with clay. After gradu-
ation, she taught art for 
eight years at both the 
middle and high school 
levels in Glen Burnie, 
Maryland and Monad-
nock, New Hampshire. 
Carrie is now a stay-
at-home mother of two 
girls, doing pottery on 
the side and teaching 
wheel-throwing classes 
to adults at The Potter’s Wheel Studio (www.potters-
wheelstudio.com) in South Riding, VA.

After her first daughter was born, Carrie became more 
involved with pottery. “Staying at home with Sydney 
made for awesome time and times where I was looking 
to get creative. I decided to set up shop in our garage, 
just tinkering around on the wheel and figuring out this 
pottery business all while being a stay-at-home mom. 

I was working with a wheel, 
glazes and clay given to me and 
a kiln from Craig’s List. It was 
the perfect beginning of explora-
tion, mistakes and achievements. 
We loved our home and little 
family in the remote mountains 
of NH, but my husband and I 
decided we needed to be closer 

to family and opportunities.” 

Carrie and her family moved to Bluemont, Virginia, 
where she took a year off from potting with the birth of 
her second daughter Zoe. They later settled in Lees-
burg living in an old farmhouse, “…plopped right in 
the middle of a cow pasture. It didn’t hit me until I was 
desperate for a creative outlet again that I decided to 
clean up an old chicken coop in my back yard and turn it 
into my very own pottery studio. I quickly was intro-
duced to black snakes in the spring, wolf spiders in the 
fall and mice in the winter. Whether they were hanging 
from the rafters, scurrying across the walls or pitter-
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lyNette KiNg is a gradu-
ate of Dickinson College 
and has held teaching 
positions in ceramics at 
Wilson College and Penn 
State Harrisburg. Her 
works have been exhibited 
in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, New York and 
Ohio. She is currently 
listed in the PA Council 
on the Arts directory of 
artists and folklorists. Lyn 
received the Jurors Choice 
award for her entry in the 1998 WITF Gallery Auction. In 
1999, she served as artistic coordinator for a project creat-
ing a 250 square foot clay tile mural for the Gettysburg 
Recreation Park Amphitheater. The project involved five 
Gettysburg area senior citizens groups and was funded 
by the Borough of Gettysburg, the Adams County Arts 
Council, the Adams County Office of Aging, PA Council 
on the Arts and private and corporate sponsors.

ANNAMArie Poole is a co-founder and owner of the Blue 
Mist Pottery, Hagerstown. “Life often takes unexpected 
twists and turns. In my life, pottery is one of them. I’ve 
worked as a social worker for people with disabilities and 
dabbled in various personal interests like quilting, batik, 
gardening and watercolor painting for most of my life. 
In 2002, having 
taken most of the 
art classes offered 
at Hagerstown 
Community 
College, I took a 
pottery class with 
Ben Culbertson 
and knew imme-
diately that clay 
would consume 
every bit of my 
available time and 
energy. I have been making pots ever since and loving 
it.” Poole works in both porcelain and stoneware and is 
known for her carved floral designs and use of wax resist 
to produce multiple layers of colors and patterns. 

never ending and that’s what makes pottery so exciting 
for me.” 

JANiNe dAvis began her career as an artist working with 
painting, 
drawing, 
sculp-
ture and 
design. 
While 
study-
ing at the 
Corcoran 
School of 

Art in Washington, DC, she began working with clay. 
“From that time on I have continued to use clay as my 
primary medium and have since re-established my love 
for wheel throwing and hand building because of my 
desire to blend 
color, form and 
aesthetic beauty 
with the art 
of function.” 
Janine owns 
and operates the 
Moon Dog Pot-
tery in Welsh 
Run, PA.

bob hughes first took up pottery making in 1991 at 
Landis Valley Museum, Lancaster, as a craft demon-
strator producing and interpreting historic earthenware 

pottery. He 
is cur-
rently an 
art teacher 
in the 
Manheim 
Central 
School 
District 
and oper-

ates the River Rat Pottery. The works Bob creates are 
inspired by traditional forms that he adapts to his own 
designs. He uses a treadle wheel (1860s style) and a 
wood-fired beehive kiln. 
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Ceramic Arts Center of Waynesboro
cerAMic Arts ceNter budget (revised 12/31/13)

iteM               estiMAted      ActuAl

Gas kiln    $12,500
 Installation/venting $  2,500
Electric kiln, furniture, venting $  5,000       $  4,160
Side loading door   $  2,000       $     513
HVAC upgrade/replacement $  6,000       $  5,400
Potters wheels (6)  $  6,000       $  5,105
Pug mill    $  3,500       $  2,965
Slab roller   $  1,000       $     698
Extruder    $  1,000       $     409
Clay dust vacuum         $  1,035
Clay and glaze materials  $  3,500       $  3,295
Gallery renovation  $  2,500       $  2,500*
Electronic entry   $  1,000       $  1,080
Surveillance system  $  1,000       $     669
Internet           $      234
Signage    $     500       $     159
Building permit          $     204
Plumbing and electrical upgrades  $  4,000       $  4,684
Shelving    $  1,000       $     795
Work tables/stools  $  1,000       $     564
Hand tools   $     500       $     543
Misc.           $     432
Library/meeting room  $  1,500       $  1,500*
(tables, chairs, lighting)
Rent, utilities ($500/month) $  6,000       $  2,662

totAl    $62,000        $39,606
*Funds committed, not spent
 

Electric
Kiln

Potters wheels (6)

Si
nk

Glazing station 
(sink/table)

Shelving

Sh
el

vi
ng

Sl
ab

 ro
lle

r

Shelving

Install 
Gas
Kiln 

Counter

Work tables/clay storage
John W. Keller 

Library and 
Community 

Room

Jack Middour
Exhibit 
Gallery

Sales
Gallery

Install side 
loading door 

Ex
tr

ud
er

Pug mill 

at the Grove Building, 13 South Church Street, Waynesboro, PA
Nicodemus Center for Ceramic Studies, Inc

Above – west facade of the former Grove Funeral Home/Waynesboro Welfare 
Association building, now home to the Ceramic Arts Center of Waynesboro.
Below – interior views of studio area as it looked in early May, 2013 and as 
it looks today. The studio and sales gallery are currently open to the public 
on Thursdays and Sundays, 1 to 4 PM, Fridays, 5 to 8 PM, and Saturdays, 
noon to 6 PM.
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MeMbers – Nicodemus Center 2013-2014

liFe MeMbers

Kenton H. Broyles 
Thomas S. Heefner 

MAster Potters

Marty Amrhein & Harvey Sheets
Marie & Ed Beck
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Beck
Ruth S. Bryson 
Mr. & Mrs. George P. Buckey
Greg & Debi Duffey
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick E. Fleagle
Jack G. Handshaw, Jr. *
Dr. Edward S. Goodhart
Diana Keiholtz-Gunder & Paul 
 Gunder
Martha H. Keller
Jerry & Mary Jo Kowallis
Krepps Dental Studio 
 (Mike & Brenda Krepps)
Tom McFarland *
A. Kathryn Oller
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Orange
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roby
Bill & Lyn Roby 
James Smith * & Melodie Anderson- 
 Smith
Mrs. Eunice Statler 
Dr. John C. Stauffer
Sally * & Andrew Sussman 
G. William Thorne & Jayne Keller
WACCO Properties
 (Bob Correll)
John & Gloria Walker 
Angela Grove Weagly

JourNeyMAN Potters

Dr. James C. Barton
Myrna Binkley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Brown
Max & Nancy Creager
Paul & Joan Jones
Lynette King *
Doris O. & Harry L. Oyler
Virginia Rahn

Potter’s APPreNtices 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen E. Beck
Dr. & Mrs. Richard C. Bell
Mr. & Mrs. Jon B. Cook 
Chris, Yolanda & Fedora Copley * 
Mr. & Mrs. James Deegan 

Eva Malinowski *
Ann Markel *
Linda & Terry Martin
Wayne & Debbie Martz
Shae Marvich *
Marilyn McCarney
E. Hollis Mentzer *
Janice Middour
Alex Miller *
Kittie Monn *
Anne Mummert *
Gary Myers
Katie Orr *
Betsy Payette
Jack & Katrinka Pritchard
Mike Rossini *
Mary Ellen Selvaggio
Debby Shandera *
Betty C. Sterner
Roy & Andrea Struble
Nikki Sussman *
Joanne Thompson
Dan Troncone *
Karen Walters *
Laura Watkins *
Don & Peggy Weller
Susan Wilders *
Kirk Wishard *
Honor Zimmerman *

hoNorAry

Penn National Golf Community
 
Nccs boArd oF directors

Marty Amrhein (President)
Sally Sussman (Vice President)
Donald Glasgow (Secretary)
Staci Grimes (Treasurer)
Thomas S. Heefner
Kirk Wishard

NCCS Advisory boArd

Richard C. Bell
Kenton H. Broyles
William Roby
Daniel E. Wiley

NCCS stAFF

James M. Smith (Executive Director)

Barbara & Paul Dunlap
Ronald & Sandy Freshman
William & Elizabeth George
Don & Pat Glasgow
Will & Jill Kessler
Mr. & Mrs. Donald G. McCleaf
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Miller 
Kristie & Andy Moats *
Harry G. Morningstar, Sr.
Bill & Debbie Pflager & Family
Ken & Cheryl Plummer
Nicole & Vince Serra
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Shook
Mr. & Mrs. Walter P. Smith
Donna & Bob Steiner 
Mary B. Unger
Bonnie & Dale Wise *

Potter’s helPers

Anne K. Aden *
Mary Ashe-Mahr *
Marian Barnett *
Linda Bernhisel *
Judy Hoffman Bolton *
Nickole Bricker *
Cornelia Brown *
Nancy Browning *
Anita Brezler *
Sandy Cifor *
Erin Delaney *
Lynn Davis *
Joan Duffield *
Jeffrey S. Evans & Associates
Kade Fisher *
Heather Forberger *
Susan Gerhart *
Dr. David C. Gnage
Dr. David Goldenberg
David * & Penny Goldstein
Staci Grimes *
Grove-Bowersox Funeral Home
 (Jeremy & Andrea Bowersox)
Jay & Pat Heefner
Bill & Peg Helfrick
Gregg Hershberger *
Andrea Holmes *
Jennie Gilbert *
Sue James *
Lynn Kellerman *
Elliott King *
Pat Landerkin *
Noel Lehman *

* Pottery Students/Guild Members
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In MeMorIaM

LeRoy S. Maxwell
(Founding Member)

• January 25 & February 22
sgrAFFito For Kids with NicKy bricKer*, 1 to 3 PM,  
ages 5 - 16, at the Ceramic Arts Center (CAC), 13 South 
Church St., Waynesboro. Students learn to decorated pot-
tery with slip and sgraffito (scratched) designs. Cost is $25 
for either session.

• February 14 – February 28
sgrAFFito For hoMe schooled Kids with NicKy 
bricKer*, meets on Fridays, 10:30 AM to noon, ages 
9 - 16, 1:30 to 3 PM, ages 5 - 8. Students create their own 
works of pottery and decorate them with slip and sgraffito 
(scratched) designs. Cost is $35 for the two Friday sessions.

• February 5 – March 12
iNtroductioN to cerAMics studio clAss*, meets 6 to
9 PM on Wednesday evenings in room 008, General Stud-
ies building, Penn State Mont Alto (PSMA).

• February through May
historic FolK Pottery from the Collection of the Nicode-
mus Center for Ceramic Studies, 11 AM to 1 PM, Monday 
through Friday and by special arrangement, room 302, 
General Studies building, PSMA.

• March 9 – March 23
iNtroductioN to cerAMics studio clAss with MAry 
Ashe-MAhr*, meets Sundays, noon to 5 PM, and Tues-
days, 5 to 7 PM. Cost is $200 and class size is limited to 5. 
Students will learn the basic fundamentals of pottery mak-
ing through hand building, throwing on the potter’s wheel, 
trimming and glazing. Mary began her interest in pottery in 
1975 when attending the Rhode Island School of Design in 
Providence, Rhode Island and reconnected with pottery in 
2005 when she took the Nic. Center’s class at Penn State 
Mont Alto. She combines her passion for pottery with her 
professional skill as a corporate trainer to create a welcom-
ing and inclusive hands-on learning experience, CAC.

• March 15
NiNth ANNuAl cuMberlANd vAlley Pottery FestivAl

The pottery festival will be held at the CAC on Saturday, 
March 15, from 10 AM to 4 PM and will serve as the 
ceramic arts center’s first special event in recognition of 
the Nic. Center’s 20th anniversary. The pottery festival 
provides a venue for regional potters, members of the 
Mont Alto Pottery Guild and other invited ceramic art-
ists to display and sell their works. It also promotes the 
ceramic arts tradition of south-central Pennsylvania to our 
regional communities and the visiting public through pot-
tery demonstrations, hands-on workshops and Raku pottery 
firings. Individuals interested in the ceramic arts will have 

cAleNdAr oF eveNts For 2014
the opportunity to interact with studio potters and to learn 
about the activities of the Nic. Center and its CAC. 

• April 14
Quarterly Meeting of the Nicodemus Center Board of 
Directors, 5:30 PM, CAC.

• May 9 – 10
Mother’s dAy Pottery sAle, 11 AM to 4 PM, room 008, 
General Studies building, PSMA. 

• June 9 – 26
iNtroductioN to cerAMics studio clAss*, meets 6 to 
9 PM on Monday and Thursday evenings in room 008, 
General Studies building, PSMA.

• July 14
Quarterly Meeting of the Nicodemus Center Board of 
Directors, 5:30 PM, CAC.

• July 19
chAMberFest Arts Celebration Day, Saturday, 9 AM to 
4 PM, Chambersburg.

• August 30
shiPPeNsburg corN FestivAl, Saturday, 8 AM to 4 PM, 
Shippensburg.

• October 1 – November 5
iNtroductioN to cerAMics studio clAss*, meets 6 to
9 PM on Wednesday evenings in room 008, General Studies 
building, PSMA.

• October 13
Quarterly Meeting of the Nicodemus Center Board of 
Directors, 5:30 PM, CAC.

• October 18
Pottery studio oPeN house, Saturday, noon to 3 PM, 
room 008, General Studies building, PSMA. Pottery mak-
ing demonstrations and workshops for the general public.

• December 5 – 12
Pottery guild holidAy sAle, 11 AM to 4 PM daily, in the 
pottery studio, room 008, General Studies building, PSMA.

*To register for classes and workshops, please go to:
http://nicodemuscenterforceramicstudies.fullslate.com
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he Nic. Center will be offering introduc-
tion to ceramics studio classes for adults 
from February 5 through March 12, 
March 9 through March 23, and June 9 
through June 26. The February class will 
meet on Wednesday evenings from 6 to 

9 PM in the center’s pottery studio, room 008, General 
Studies building on the Mont Alto campus. The March 
class will meet on Sundays from noon to 5 PM and 
Tuesdays from 5 to 7 PM at the Ceramic Arts Center of 
Waynesboro. The June class will meet on Monday and 
Thursday evenings from 6 to 9 PM at the Mont Alto 
pottery studio. The instructors for the February and 
June sessions are Tom McFarland, fine arts teacher at 
St. Maria Goretti High School, Hagerstown, and the cen-
ter’s James Smith. The instructor for the March session is 
Mary Ashe-Mahr, Waynesboro.

The classes are designed to introduce students to the 
art of making pottery and sculptural objects in clay. Stu-
dents receive instruction and produce their own projects 
using various clay working techniques that include coil 
construction, slab building, press molding and throwing 
on the potter’s wheel. 

McFarland holds both Bachelor of Fine Arts and 
Master of Fine Arts degrees from the Maryland Institute 
College of Art, Baltimore. He has more than 45 years 
experience as an art instructor and free-lance artist and 
is internationally know for his ceramic and fiberglass 
sculptures. Smith holds both Bachelors and Masters 
degrees in Anthropology from the College of William 
and Mary and has spent the last 30 years as an historic 
archaeologist and museum director working in the field 
of historic folk pottery. He began creating his own works 
in 2003 and is the founder of the Mont Alto Pottery 
Guild. Ashe-Mahr began her career in clay while attend-
ing the Rhode Island School of Design in 1975. She is a 
graduate of the Culinary Institute of America and earned 
her MBA from Mount St. Mary’s University. 

The ceramic studio classes are limited in size and pre-
registration is required. The cost of the class is $125 for 
center members and $150 for the general public with a 
$50 fee for materials for each registrant. All participants 
will be allowed access to the pottery studios outside class 
times. For more information, e-mail James Smith at 
jms48@psu.edu. To pre-register for the February, March 
or June sessions, go to http://nicodemuscenterforceram-
icstudies.fullslate.com.

wiNter, sPriNg & suMMer Pottery clAsses

T

Pottery class graduate Anne Aden, Quincy, is shown throw-

ing a mug on the potter’s wheel at the center’s Mont Alto 

pottery studio. As a member of the Mont Alto Pottery Guild, 

Anne also uses the pottery studio at the Ceramic Arts Center 

of Waynesboro. Membership in the guild is available to anyone 

who has completed either a ceramic studio class at the col-

lege level or the center’s introductory pottery class. The cost 

to participate is currently $75 per month, $200 per quarter or 

$720 per year and allows use of the pottery studios at both the 

Ceramic Arts Center and the Penn State Mont Alto campus 

and covers the cost for clay, glazes, tools and firings. The guild 

highlights members’ works through a number of annual events, 

including our on-campus Mothers’ Day sale, ChamberFest’s Arts 

Celebration Day, the Shippensburg Corn Festival, Penn Nation-

al’s Holiday Bazaar, Wilson College’s Handmade for the Holiday 

sale and our week long holiday pottery sale. The guild and center 

also sponsor the annual Cumberland Valley Pottery Festival.
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NCCS Financial Statement  January 1 to December 31, 2013 and current budget for 2014
Income                    2013 (actual)             2014 (budget) 
Grants/Professional Services     $  2,312   $  3,000         
Membership      $  5,960   $  6,500
Pottery Sales/Publications    $  8,915   $10,000
Student Tuition & Guild Fees    $18,230   $20,000
Ceramic Arts Center Project    $45,829   $12,000
Pottery Festival     $  –00–   $     500
Misc.      $     679   $     800
Total Income     $81,925   $52,800
Expenses
Fund-raising Expenses    $  3,114   $  3,500  
 Materials/Postage    
 Pottery Reproductions
 Printing
 Newsletters          
Accessions      $  –00–   $     500
Research/Exhibits (staff & materials)   $25,000   $24,000 
Pottery Studio (instructor/materials)   $  3,720   $  5,500
Ceramic Arts Center    $35,619   $20,000
Administrative      
 Office rental    $         1   $         1
 Communication    $       96   $       96
 Insurance     $  1,808   $  1,850
 Payroll taxes/FICA    $  1,550   $  1,488
 Accountant    $     305   $     310
Total Expenses     $71,213   $57,245   

    Sustaining Member 
   $500 – $1,000

   Master Potter
   $100 – $499

   Journeyman Potter
   $50 – $99

   Potter’s Apprentices
   $50 (family membership)

   Potter’s Helper
   $25

   Student Member
   $10

NicodeMus 
ceNter For 
cerAMic 
studies
of the Cumberland/shenandoah 
valley Pottery tradition

NCCS is a nonprofit corporation af-
filiated with Penn State Mont Alto. 
• P.O. Box 533 • Mont Alto, PA 
17237 • 717.456.0476 • jms48@
psu.edu

Name

Address

City    State  Zip  

Phone     E-mail
    (used only for NCCS newsletters and event notices)

Membership
Renewal 
for 2014

NCCS


